
 
 
 To whom it may concern,  

Thank you for your interest in mentoring our project. Technical mentorship for our projects is essential to 
its success. As students, we can establish what is needed to complete the project and we can determine what we 
do know and what we do not know. A technical mentor is needed to help us then work on that which we do not 
know and bring our construction plans up to professional standards.  

As travel mentor, you will be asked to travel with our group in August for 1-3 weeks, depending on your 
availability, and provide advice and technical support for our project. We are seeking someone with general 
knowledge of civil engineering and at least 5 years of professional experience to meet the EWB USA guidelines. 
Also, travel mentors will be asked to pay for personal airfare and housing costs in-country, which are 
approximately $500 and $20 per day, respectively. Students are also expected to pay $700 towards covering their 
own costs. The project is primarily student-driven, so you should not expect to be the person that is leading the 
project. Rather you will be working with the students to find the best solution to any problem presented. Before 
the trip we need the mentor to review our current plans and work with us to improve them, as well as write a 
mentor assessment letter to be given to a Technical Advisory Committee with EWB USA.  

The focus of our project is a water system for the community of Cruce de Blanco which is located in the 
mountains of the Dominican Republic. It has a population of about 600 people and 120 homes. When complete, 
the system will distribute water to every home in the community and at every home there will be a point-of-use 
slow-sand filter that will treat the water for use by the families in the village. Our first trip to the community was 
in March 2007 and last August we broke ground, laying pipe for the distribution portion of the new system. The 
inlet and a majority of the supply line for the system have already been constructed as a public works project by a 
construction firm that was working on a hydroelectric dam in the area. During this August trip, with the assistance 
of Peace Corps water volunteers and their trainer, we also made repairs to a decades-old water system that a 
portion of the community had been using.  

This August, we plan to build a 60 kL reservoir tank, a 55 m stream crossing for the supply pipeline, install 
a break pressure tank on the supply line for the system, and buy as much pipe for the distribution system as is 
financially feasible for the community to begin assembling after the other items are built. The construction will be 
directly supervised by a Peace Corps water volunteer trainer who has a decade of experience constructing water 
systems in the Dominican Republic. The community will be providing the manual labor needed for construction.  

Additionally, there will be a group of students that will be doing assessments for a cook stove project in 
the community. The need for this comes from the fact that many people in the community use campfires in 
enclosed spaces in their homes and regularly breathe in the soot from these stoves. We are hoping to do a 
chimney project for the community to provide better ventilation for cooking.  

We look at our role in the community as providing them a hand-up, not a hand-out. By this I mean that 
we seek to help this community have clean water and will provide the support needed to do this, but 
fundamentally the community is responsible for the water system. They are responsible for providing labor for 
system construction and providing money for operation and maintenance. We hope that this will give the 
community a sense of ownership for the system so that they will maintain the system for years to come.  

Thank you again for your interest and I hope that you decide to help us finish our water project.  
 
Sincerely,  
Michal Usowicz  
Engineers Without Borders-Case Western Reserve University  
Dominican Republic Project co-Project Lead  
Email: michal.usowicz@case.edu 
Mobile Phone: 415-503-8274 


