SAMPLE PARC FOLLOW-UP MESSAGE TO SENATOR/REPRESENTATIVE
 
June XX, 2010
 
Dear Senator [insert Senator’s last name]:
OR
Dear Representative [insert Representative’s last name]:
 
As an engineer and as one of your constituents, I am writing to make sure you are aware of the American Society of Civil Engineers’ 2010 Report Card for Pennsylvania’s Infrastructure, released May 24.
 
The infrastructure of our great state has many critical needs as highlighted in the Report Card, and there are several ways Congress can improve this situation and help raise the grades on the Report Card.
 
For example, we applaud the Pennsylvania Legislature’s passage of Act 44 in 2007, but the Federal Highway Administration’s rejection of the tolling of I-80 has removed an estimated $472 million, per year, of funding for transportation infrastructure. 
 
To address this crisis, in the short term we suggest immediately identifying alternative funding sources to make up this deficit, including an increase in gas tax and/or vehicle license and registration fees. It is important that the state not depend on non-transportation sources of funding—transportation infrastructure requires a stable, long-term funding source directly tied to the system itself.  The message is clear – we the citizens of Pennsylvania must address and pay for what we use.
 
In the longer term, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania needs to develop a comprehensive transportation policy that focuses on three goals: expanding infrastructure investment; enhancing infrastructure delivery; and maximizing infrastructure effectiveness and safety.
 
Both our stormwater and wastewater systems are badly in need of improvement and it’s estimated the state must invest $28.3 billion over the next 20 years to repair and upgrade our sewer systems to meet regulatory requirements, expand systems to meet growing demands and to maintain safe drinking water. 
 
Drinking water and sewage are important commodities that have not traditionally been priced to cover their costs. We advocate full-cost pricing as one way to invest in the future of these critical systems.
 
I appreciate your attention to these matters.  If you have questions regarding the Report Card, our infrastructure or any civil engineering issues, please feel free to contact me.
 	
Sincerely,
[your name]
