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ASCE PITTSBURGH SECTION

EWRI MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, August 21 3:30 PM
Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, PA 

Chair:  Tim Brett
Past Chair:  Tom Batroney

Vice Chair:  Josef Argenio

Treasurer:  Kyle Plummer

Secretary:  Liwei Zhang

Meeting attendees: Timothy Brett, Matthew Mehalik, Kemal Niksic, Tom Batroney, Greg Scott, Josef Argenio, Liwei Zhang, Aileen Craig, Jingran Xue 
1. Approval of July meeting minutes
Minutes

Tom made a motion to approve July meeting minutes. Josef seconded the motion with no dissent. Motion passed. July meeting minutes approved.

2. Treasurer’s Report 
Minutes

Kyle was absent at the meeting but he will send out the report soon. TMDL program reimbursement: check reimbursement will be processed instead of on-line reimbursement 

3. Sustainability Conference Focus - “Smart Investment in our Region’s Valuable Infrastructure”

· Save the date flyer went out.
· Price to charge for the event?
· Minimum guarantee of $5,450 excludes fuel surcharge and taxes.

· Fuel surcharge $450 (for the boat)
· Meal is $50 per person plus 28% tax and gratuity

Minutes

Final price to charge for the event: $125 (non-members); $100 (members); $30 (students) 
· Confirmed Speakers:

· Keynote – Colonel Graham (Kemal)

· Water Consortium – Jeanne VanBriesen (Matt)

· EPA CUPPs – Sonia Brubaker (Tom)
· Asset Management – System Owner; John Riley (MTMA)

· Asset Management – Private Owner; Dave Kaufman (PAWC)

· James McCarville (Port of Pittsburgh)

Minutes

The final schedule of the conference is:

8:00—8:45 Board/registration
8:45—9:00 Introductions

9:00—9:30 Colonel Graham

9:30—10:00 James McCarville

10:00—10:15 Break

10:15—10:45 Jeanne VanBriesen

10:45—12:00 Water Consortium Breakout

12:00—1:45 Lunch and Dam tour

1:45—2:25 Asset management panel (EPA, MTMA, PAWC)

2:25—4:00 Asset management Breakout Discussion

4:00—4:30 Wrap-up discussion

· Speakers in the Works:

· Asset Management

· West Virginia Case Study (Greg)

· Financial (Jason)

· Format – Panel Discussion or Presentation with Breakout Session or Other?
Minutes

Asset management will be four 15-min presentations. Kemal suggested calling speakers to confirm what they will talk and the length of their talks. A moderator may be needed to link presentations. A good topic for break-out is the strategies to improve asset management. On-line asset status management system and infrastructure bank are also good topics. The break-out session is good for exchanging experiences among attendees from different cities.
Format of the Break-out Session: 4 sub-groups; four speakers will rotate around the 4 groups. Every speaker will give a 10-min overview, plus 15-min discussion with every sub-group (the total group discussion time is 15 min x 4 = 60 min). 

It is necessary for contact persons to send e-mails to corresponding speakers to inform them what presentation topics are expected. It is also necessary to explain to the speakers about the format of the conference. 
Matt: organize a phone conference with all speakers (Tom, Tim, Matt and Debbie will attend). Report feedback ASAP after the phone conference.
Contact persons need to get bios and pictures from speakers.
There is a need to contact potential sponsors. Kemal will call potential sponsors.

4. CMU Grad Student Chapter Update

Minutes

CMU Grad Student Chapter plans to have a new member recruitment event on Sep 4 or Sep 6 from 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm. Liwei Zhang will give a brief presentation about CMU Grad Student Chapter in the beginning, and then Tom will give a presentation about the EWRI Pittsburgh chapter, the benefits to join EWRI and the instructions on how to be a member. After the presentations, free food and drink will be served. 
The budget for CMU Grad Student Chapter in the fiscal year 2012-2013 is $200. Additional funding support is available by sending formal request.

Greg offers to come to CMU and give a talk about aging infrastructure in the United States. This event will be open to both students and professionals. Preliminary event time: October 6, 2012 (subject to change)
5. Dinner Events

· November – UPJ event
Minutes

The UPJ event is mainly for local students and engineers at Johnstown. Kyle is in charge of this event.  

· December – TMDL/Water Quality event
· Tony Igwe is confirmed

· PaDEP

· Lawyer

· January – Water Treatment
· PAWC upgrades

· Hatch Mott pilot study

· PWSA

· Central Pa Nitrate Removal

· February – Air Quality

· GASP

· EPA

Minutes

Tom called Bruce Moore to ask about his interest in presenting.
6. EWRI Congress application

Minutes

This issue was not discussed in the meeting. 
7. Other Items/Next Meeting Location?  
September 18 @ 3:30 PM at GAI – Waterfront
Minutes

Tim suggested presenting the Environmental Infrastructure Investment article in the ASCE newsletter.
Greg: The infrastructure upgrade issue needs to be addressed at legislator’s level. Making legislators understand the problem is important. Finance side is a big mystery. It is necessary to focus on the most conservative case in the beginning.
Tim and Greg talked about some watershed and stormwater monitoring software and discussed the possibility to host a seminar about how to use these programs.   

Tom: 500 million dollars may be spent for upgrading the aging sewer infrastructure but the money is not guaranteed. 

Kemal addressed the necessity to make full use of social media (such as Facebook). 
Next meeting will be held at GAI – Waterfront from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm on September 18. 
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