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ASCE PITTSBURGH SECTION

EWRI MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, September 18 3:30 PM
GAI Offices
Homestead, PA 

Chair:  Tim Brett
Past Chair:  Tom Batroney

Vice Chair:  Josef Argenio

Treasurer:  Kyle Plummer

Secretary:  Liwei Zhang

Meeting attendees: Josef Argenio, Tom Batroney, Tim Brett, Scott Gregory, Matthew Mehalik, Kemal Niksic, Kyle Plummer, Jonathan Shimko, Jerry Swart, Debbie Walker, Liwei Zhang 

1. Approval of August meeting minutes
Minutes

Tom made a motion to approve August meeting minutes. Josef seconded the motion with no dissent. Motion passed. August meeting minutes approved.

2. Treasurer’s Report 
Minutes

Currently there is $3854.26 in the account. $2700 has been paid for the sustainability conference (about half of the total expected cost). The $2700 is not included in the balance of the account ($3854.26). 
3. Sustainability Conference Focus - “Smart Investment in our Region’s Valuable Infrastructure”

· Agenda/Registration Flyer went out.  Need pictures and bios for all speakers to complete event materials
· Sponsors?? – LSSE will be gold; info sent to Chester, others?

Minutes

· Total amount of money collected from sponsors is expected to be similar to the amount collected last year.
· Kemal will contact more companies for sponsorship.
· Jerry will request $500 (Platinum sponsorship) from FedEx.
· Matt can contact Port of Pittsburgh for possible sponsorship.
· Gift to speakers: each speaker will receive a $25 gift card

· Charge for event:  $125/non-member; $100/member; $25/student
· Tentative Agenda:

8:00—8:45 Board/registration

8:45—9:00 Introductions

9:00—9:30 Colonel Graham

9:30—10:00 James McCarville

10:00—10:15 Break

10:15—10:45 Jeanne VanBriesen

10:45—12:00 Water Consortium Breakout

12:00—1:45 Lunch and Dam tour

1:45—2:25 Asset management panel (EPA, MTMA, PAWC)

2:25—4:00 Asset management Breakout Discussion

4:00—4:30 Wrap-up discussion

· Dam Tour – extra $450 charge from Gateway Clipper; coordination with Colonel Graham.
· Speaker to Replace Sonia Brubaker – EPA??

Minutes

· An agreement was reached to reimburse Sonia Brubaker’s traveling cost from Washington DC to Pittsburgh, as well as her accommodation in Pittsburgh. Tom will send Sonia Brubaker an e-mail to inform her about what topic we expect her to talk about. Josef will search for a hotel near Station Square for Sonia Brubaker’s accommodation.
· A conference call is needed, which aims to coordinate moderators with presenters in the panels. All panelists are expected to call in. There is a need to draft questions and circulate the questions to panelists before the conference call.
Time of the call: October 8th. Time around noon (11:00 to 1:00 PM) is good.

Expected participants: Matt, Tim, Kemal, Tom, Debbie and all panelists. 
Kemal—contact Colonel Graham
Matt—contact Jeanne VanBriesen and James McCarville
Tom—contact Sonia Brubaker
Other items relevant to the conference:

· There is a need to find some recorders to write down the communications in every discussion group during asset management breakout sessions. Every discussion group needs a leader, a moderator and a recorder. Summary messages of discussion groups will be collected from recorders.

· Tim will give an introduction to EWRI Pittsburgh Chapter in the beginning of the conference.

· Greg is the moderator for the whole conference. 

· Dam tour: need to allocate a minimum of 2 hours for traveling and dam watching 
· Matt and Kemal will set up a meeting with Jeanne on 09/19 or 09/20.
· Tim and Jessica will work on the agenda of the conference. Jessica will prepare name tags.
· There is a possibility to promote the conference in media.
4. CMU Grad Student Chapter Update

Minutes
· The new member recruiting event was held on September 6 from 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM at CMU. Tom went to the event and gave a talk. 22 students signed up for membership during the event.
· The CMU Grad Student Chapter plans to have a BBQ Party hosted at CMU to welcome new members. The preliminary time of the BBQ Party is Sept. 20 from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM. 

· There will be an ASCE kick-off dinner on 09/19. Aileen Craig, Vice President of CMU Grad Student Chapter will attend the kick-off dinner and give a presentation about CMU Grad Student Chapter.

5. Dinner Events

· November – UPJ event (Kyle)
Minutes
· The topic of the event needs to be decided. Stormwater, wind mills, Marcellus shale, coal mine and acid mine drainage are good topics. Liwei Zhang will ask Prof. Dave Dzombak at CMU about the possibility to give a talk about acid mine drainage at the UPJ event. 
· December – TMDL/Water Quality event (Tim)
· Tony Igwe is confirmed

· PaDEP

· Lawyer

· LSSE to be Gold sponsor

· January – Water Treatment
· PAWC upgrades

· Hatch Mott pilot study

· PWSA

· Central Pa Nitrate Removal

Minutes
· Kemal proposes to reach out to Erie EWRI chapter, as Erie plans to build a membrane water treatment plant and a talk could be given about this plant. Kemal will continue to contact people at Erie. 

· February – Air Quality
· GASP

· EPA

Minutes
· Tom will continue to contact people in EPA.
· The EWRI Pittsburgh Chapter may host some events (e.g., three rivers tour, presentation on municipality) in March.
6. EWRI Congress application

Minutes
· Palm Beach is leading. Reason: the ASCE national committee cannot find hotels to provide enough accommodations in Pittsburgh during the time of EWRI Congress in 2016.
7. Other Items/Next Meeting Location?  
Minutes
· Josef did a good job to advertise EWRI Pittsburgh Chapter in social media. There are about 60 members in LinkedIn and 30 likes in Facebook.

· Josef plans to have a webpage in social media where EWRI members can post their past or current engineering projects. The goal to have this webpage is to let the public know what is going on in EWRI. 

· Carl at ASCE agreed to put the sustainability conference information in ASCE newsletter. In the future, news about EWRI can be accepted and put in the newsletter as well.
· Kyle mentioned that GAI may need to re-issue a check to EWRI Pittsburgh Chapter due to the void old check.

· Next meeting will be held on October 16 at 3:30 PM. Location: FedEx
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