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ASCE PITTSBURGH SECTION

EWRI MEETING AGENDA
Tuesday, November 13 3:30 PM
HMM Offices
Pittsburgh, PA 

Chair:  Tim Brett
Past Chair:  Tom Batroney

Vice Chair:  Josef Argenio

Treasurer:  Kyle Plummer

Secretary:  Liwei Zhang

Meeting attendees: Josef Argenio, Tom Batroney, Tim Brett, Kemal Niksic, Matt Mehalik, Kyle Plummer, Karen Riley, Jerry Swart, Greg Scott, Liwei Zhang, Melissa Day (from EWB), Craig Johnston (from EWB), Agnes Marszalik (from EWB)
1. Approval of September meeting minutes
Minutes

Josef made a motion to approve September meeting minutes. Liwei seconded the motion with no dissent. Motion passed. September meeting minutes approved.

2. Treasurer’s Report 

Report on Sustainability Conference – see attached
Minutes

Kyle will prepare a treasurer’s report that covers cost information of the sustainability conference. 

3. Sustainability Conference - Recap
Minutes

Kemal: Prepare a proposal to discuss which portion of revenue lost should be covered by EWRI Pittsburgh Chapter and which portion should be covered by ASCE Pittsburgh Chapter. 

Kyle: Bob at ASCE Pittsburgh Chapter has transferred some funds to EWRI (total amount is $2300, including travel cost of Sonia Brubaker and reimbursement for student attendees). 
Tim: Prepare a report to ask for more reimbursement from ASCE. 
Matt: Request note-takers of the break-out sessions of the sustainability conference to provide their notes, so as to summarize key points of the break-out sessions in the conference. Matt will wrap up the notes and ask for comments.  

4. Engineers without Borders (EWB) Presentation

Minutes

Brief introduction to EWB Pittsburgh: Three EWB chapters in Pittsburgh. 

Most current EWB Pittsubrgh project: water supply and purification in Tingo Pucara, Ecuador. Water source: spring water about 1000 feet below the village. The system consists of water intake, sedimentation, pipeline, storage tank, and distribution network (designed by U Pitt senior design class). The project won 2012 EWB-USA Premier Project Award. 
Total monthly cost of the project: $75/month, but only $25/month is collected from the Tingo Pucara community.   

Project uniqueness: Half of the cost was covered by fundraising from local; partnership with USFQ; good in-country partners; have overcome communication barriers, extensive documentation work and harsh natural conditions (limited electricity and high altitude). Group members will present the work at the EWB regional meeting on Nov 16-18, 2012 and EWRI Congress in Cincinnati, May 19 to 23, 2013. 

Members in EWRI (Kemal and Jerry) gave help to group members to finish the project and EWRI commits to provide help in the future if needed.
There was discussion on providing financial support to one group member to present the work at the EWRI conference in Cincinnati, May 19 to 23, 2013.

5. ASCE Pittsburgh Section Update

a. Newsletter – Looking to promote company projects; if you have a project you’d like promoted please send to Tim B. for forwarding to Karl as an EWRI article.

6. Matt will prepare a Newsletter draft before thanksgiving. 

a. Seeking a program chair to coordinate Engineers week  Awards Dinner and Annual Kickoff dinner – if interested provide Tim B. with information to forward to ASCE Board.
7. CMU Grad Student Chapter Update

Minutes

On November 6, the chapter invited Greg Scott to CMU campus to give a presentation about asset management in PA. About 30 students attended the event. Students were active during and after the presentation, asked many questions and had a good communication with Greg in the reception following the presentation.
The officials of the chapter had a meeting with officials from the U Pitt Student Chapter of International Association for Hydro-Environment Engineering Research (IAHR) at CMU on October 23. Meeting attendees discussed the cooperation between the two chapters, agreed to share event information with each other, and had a tentative plan to co-host a Marcellus Shale flow back water management panel discussion in mid-January, 2013. The tentative plan is to invite three or four panelists, one or two are from U Pitt, one is from CMU and one is from EWRI Pittsburgh Chapter. The location of the event is expected to be at U Pitt or CMU.         
8. Dinner Events

· UPJ event (Kyle)
Minutes

The event will be moved to January, 2013. Currently, Kyle is waiting for potential speakers to respond. 
· TMDL [January] /Water Quality event (Tim)
· Tony Igwe is confirmed

· PaDEP

· Lawyer

· LSSE to be Gold sponsor

· Water Treatment [Tentative: March]
· PAWC upgrades

· Hatch Mott pilot study

· PWSA

· Central Pa Nitrate Removal

· Air Quality
· GASP

· EPA

9. 2013 Annual Sustainability Conference

a. Suggest moving 2013 conference from Fall to Spring

i. April 7 – 9, 2013 Pitt/CMU Sustainability Conference

ii. May 19 – 22, 2013 EWRI Congress (Cincy)

Minutes

Matt suggested that the meeting should be moved to the first two weeks of June, 2013, because there are too many events in April. 

December 13: smart infrastructure event [Matt]
Minutes

The EWRI Pittsburgh Chapter will help to promote this event.
10. Other Items/Next Meeting Location?  
Minutes

Greg mentioned the U Pitt Civil Alumni Club event. Greg also addressed the importance to establish public partnership for infrastructure upgrade/maintenance and to get private money to promote infrastructure upgrade. 

Next meeting location: December, 18, 2012  @ 3:30 PM at Fedex
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