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ASCE PITTSBURGH SECTION

EWRI MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, April 23, 2013 3:30 PM
Tetra Tech, Inc.
661 Andersen Drive, Foster Plaza 7 Pittsburgh, PA 

Chair:  Tim Brett
Past Chair:  Tom Batroney

Vice Chair:  Jonathan Shimko
Treasurer:  Kyle Plummer

Secretary:  Liwei Zhang

Meeting attendees: Tom Batroney, Matt Mehalik, Kemal Niksic, Kyle Plummer, Karen Riley, Jonathan Shimko, Liwei Zhang

Call-In Number:  1-866-692-5721
Access Code:  7518848
1. Approval of March meeting minutes
Minutes
Jonathon made a motion to approve March meeting minutes. Tom seconded the motion with no dissent. Motion passed. March meeting minutes approved.
2. Treasurer’s Report 
Minutes
Current balance is $5,530 (not including cost for the TMDL event). Kyle will wait for the invoice from ESWP and send a check to ESWP. Tom will send the registration spreadsheet to Kyle, so an update of account balance can be done. One attendee paid Tom $40 (cash) after the event, and Tom will give a $40 check to Kyle. 

Kyle needs to send a $500 check to Kemal for EWRI Congress reimbursement. 

3. Dinner Events

· UPJ event Fall 2013 (Kyle)

Minutes
No update from Kyle 
Tom: potential topics include TMDL progress in Johnstown, watershed evaluation, etc. 
Kyle: plan to move the event to the end of May or June
· TMDL/Water Quality event – Thursday, April 18, 5:30 PM at ESWP (recap)
Minutes
Mr. Bill Brown did a good presentation. He was able to answer tough questions after the presentation. We could pass Bill Brown’s contact info to event attendees (e.g., including his contact info in the PDH e-mail sent to all attendees). 
Tom: will prepare a one-page summary of the event, and post that on the newsletter with pictures. 
Tom: will be responsible for the website and the newsletter at this time. In the future, younger people or graduate student can take the lead.
Karen: better to send out a reminder one week before the event to remind people.
Kemal: EWRI should educate members more about the TMDL issue; future events about TMDL can still be hosted. 

· Water Treatment (Kemal) – June??
· PAWC upgrades

· Hatch Mott pilot study

· PWSA

· Central Pa Nitrate Removal

Minutes
Kemal talked with a guy who will be the President of EWRI northwest PA section. As the construction of the MBR plant in Erie is delayed, the event will be delayed as well. 
Kemal: September will be a good time to have this event. A tour to the MBR plant in Erie is preferred. The MBR plant is worth visiting, as the plant is the second largest one in the US. 
Kemal: It may be necessary to rent a bus, and it is good to invite U Pitt and CMU students to the event. 
· Air Quality (Jerry)
· GASP

· EPA

Minutes
No update from Jerry. May need to send Jerry an e-mail.
· Wet Weather Overflow Disinfection (Greg Scott or others??)

Minutes
No update from Greg.
4. Annual Sustainability Conference – January 2014
a. Sponsors (make event free??)
Minutes
Budget: $10,000 for the whole conference

Still possible for ALCOA to provide free venue
Sponsorship level:

$500 for Platinum (allowing 3 attendees for free from the sponsor)
$300 for Gold

$100 for Silver

Kemal: need to have a person to be in charge for the sponsorship; need to set up a committee for the conference; need to write up a file of conference theme (or dry flyer). Information about sponsorship level, etc. can be included in the file. Kemal will write a draft, and Karen and Matt will review that.

Jonathon: can help by providing Kemal with some materials about water recycling from the papers and abstracts submitted to the International Water Conference. 

b. Ideas

Minutes
Theme:  Water Energy Nexus
Specific topics: See Tom’s list of potential topics

Potential topic: Fracturing associated with gas and oil production
Liwei will talk with people at NETL to try to find people working on hydraulic fracturing.

Potential topic: Microbial Fuel Cell (MFC)

Liwei will contact Bruce Logan from Penn State
Potential topic: Solar Distillation
Liwei will contact Tom Joseph from Epiphany Laboratories, New Castle, PA
Kemal: good to compile a list of 15-20 potential speakers
Venue selection 

One room with capacity of ~100 people; able to provide circular/square tables for break-out sessions

Kemal: continue to follow-up with ALCOA about free venue
Other possible venues: auditorium at Carnegie Mellon and U Pitt
Matt: may be able to find an auditorium at Carnegie Mellon. However, attendees may think that the conference is too academic if the conference is hosted in a university.
Matt: River’s Club at downtown may have a venue for the event; a biomedical research center at Second Ave may also have a venue.
Karen: may consider hosting the conference at Penn State Bridge Campus or Carnegie Museum; will also ask people at Chevron, Talisman, etc. about the venue. 

Kemal: venues at Phipps Conservatory and Cranberry are always options.
Tom: Water Economy Network may have a venue.
5. CMU Grad Student Chapter Update

Minutes
Liwei, Aileen and Anjli will graduate and leave CMU at the end of the semester in May. To find new President, Vice President, and Treasurer, the chapter plans to host an election event on April 30 from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm at Carnegie Mellon to elect new President, Vice President, and Treasurer. Candidates will be required to give a short speech to address why they would be great fits for the open positions. Tom will go to the election event.
6. Other Items/Next Meeting Location?  
Minutes
Kemal: plan to have a strategic meeting next month (May)
Next meeting will be May 21, 2013 from 3:30 to 5:00 pm at LSSE. Need confirmation from Tim. 
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