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ASCE PITTSBURGH SECTION

EWRI MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, January 22, 2013 3:30 PM
Hatch Mott MacDonald

1600 West Carson St., Pittsburgh, PA  15219

Call-in number: 1-888-706-0584
Code: 8798343
Chair:  Jonathan Shimko
Past Chair:  Tom Batroney

Vice Chair:  Vacant

Treasurer:  Tim Brett
Secretary:  Liwei Zhang

Meeting attendees: Craig, Greg, Jonathan, Kemal, Liwei, Matt, Negin, Sina, Tom.
1. Approval of November & December Meeting Minutes
Minutes
Jonathan made a motion to approve November & December meeting minutes. Tom seconded the motion with no objection. Motion passed. November & December meeting minutes were approved. 
2. Treasurer’s Report 
Minutes
Tim talked with Bob at ASCE Pittsburgh about account transfer from Kyle to Tim. There is a need to reimburse Tim for deposit Tim paid to reserve Phipps. There is a need to get $500 seed money for Sina. Jonathan will request the money from ASCE Pittsburgh. 
3. Vice Chair Position

Minutes
We may consider revising the bylaw. The new bylaw will require elections to fill vacant officer positions. On-line nomination and on-line vote casting can be an option.
4. Dinner Events

· Leaking Sewer Case Study - February 7th
Minutes
18 people have registered for the event. No e-blast has been sent. Jonathan will send Melissa an e-mail to request sending of e-blast to ASCE members, and request updating of the flyer as well (the flyer needs to have logos of sponsors). Kemal will bring laptop and projector to the venue. Tim will contact ESWP about logistics. Tom will request a bio from the speaker. 
5. Annual Sustainability Conference (Date Change – March 27th)

Water-Energy Nexus


Venue:  Phipps Conservatory


Keynote Speaker:
Mayor Elect William Peduto

a. Topics/Speakers –

i. Current Commitments (with date change)?

ii. Program Development Action Items

Minutes
Jonathan attended the Sustainability Pittsburgh meeting with Matt. A collaboration between EWRI Pittsburgh and Sustainability Pittsburgh to host the conference is favored.

Alex has left WEN. The new POC at WEN is Steve Mcknight (may replace Alex as the speaker). 

Potential speaker: Chief Sustainability Officer of Veolia Water North America—Mr. Edwin Pinero. Matt has a bio of him. Mr. Pinero begins his career in oil and gas industry. He is now Executive Vice President of Veolia Water of North America and he is based in Chicago. Matt will be in touch with him to figure out an appropriate topic for him. 
Matt will also reach people in Rocky Mountain Institute on Friday, January 24. 

There is a need to coordinate registration (concern: some attendees will reach Jonathan and some attendees will reach Matt). There is also a need to let the staff at Phipps know how many people will attend the conference. Estimated cost: ~$75 per person (ASCE member); student cost will be lower (~$15 per person). 
Flyer revision: add logo of green workplace challenge. Matt will revise the flyer and send the flyer back to Jonathan. By the middle of next week Matt will finish the work. 
Matt: need to think about what message we would like to have in press coverage. 

Kemal: media coverage aims to raise the influence of EWRI Pittsburgh and create connections among people working in different disciplines.   

Craig: Get media coverage in Pittsburgh Post Gazette (he will try to reach his friend).
Kemal: reached Prof. Liu Hong at OSU. She founded a company called Waste To Watergy. However, she has a low chance to come due to time conflict. We may have to replace this presentation with the speaker from Veolia (Mr. Pinero). 

Greg: will check with Mayor’s office to see if the mayor can come. If the mayor cannot come, the chief of the sustainability office in Pittsburgh can be invited.
b. Sponsors– 
i. Traditional Sponsors (GAI, HMM, AECOM, etc…)

ii. Non-Traditional Sponsors (Vendors, Technologies…)

c. Additional Considerations
i. Poster Session (during breaks)

ii. Phipps Tour

iii. Resend Save-the-Date

iv. Revise the Announcement to facilitate partnership participation

v. Registration (name tags, sign-in, etc…)

Minutes
Sponsorship letter is ready and can be sent to potential sponsors.

Sina and Negin will convey the message of poster exhibition to members. Several posters will be good enough for the poster session. 

6. CMU Grad Student Chapter Update

Minutes
Negin will present a poster about Los Angeles sustainability issues at EWRI Congress in June 2014.

Old Board of Officers members have graduated. Negin will find new board members.  

The chapter successfully had the networking event last December. The chapter is going to have the Board of Officers meeting this Friday (Jan 24), and a plan for this semester will be discussed. 

7. Pitt Grad Student Chapter Update

Minutes
The chapter will organize a workshop about how to use a code named Hach. Students at CMU are also welcome to attend. Sina will create a doodle poll to have people to register. The workshop will be an entry-level introduction workshop. Proposed time: first week of March or last week of February. Cost: $15 to $20 per person.
Kemal: send a brief description about the workshop to EWRI Pittsburgh and EWRI Pittsburgh can spread the workshop info. 

Plan to have a Halliburton concrete preparation lab tour in spring. 

The google website of the chapter is available now. Searching “EWRI U Pitt” and the website can be found. 

Sina has the account of the chapter set up through the university. $500 seed money can be deposited into the account.  

8. Other Items/New Business

a. EWRI Congress – June 1-5 (Portland, OR)

i. Chapter/Section Support 

b. ASCE Newsletter/Website Updates
c. Membership/Participation

i. Young Members Forum (EWRI Representative)
ii. UPJ

iii. Other opportunities?

d. ASCE Awards Banquet (February 22nd)—EWRI nominated Phipps and Phipps won the sustainability award this year. Kemal and Jonathan will write something for Carl. 

Kemal was elected as Civil Engineers of the Year. Cong Kemal! 
Minutes
ASCE newsletter: U Pitt and CMU chapters should send updates to EWRI Pittsburgh so updates of the chapters can be put on the newsletter. 
EWRI representative at YMF: Need to have one person from EWRI to give a talk at YMF so as to enable people in YMF to have an idea of EWRI. Jonathan and Negin can give a presentation about EWRI Pittsburgh and student chapters at the coming YMF monthly meeting. 

U Pitt and CMU chapters should have representatives to attend ASCE Board Meeting. 

Jonathan: There will be a Storm Water Symposium in PNC Park. This event is sponsored by ADS. This event is free to attend but registration is required. Anyone who has interest in attending needs to reach Jonathan or POC of ADS. 

9. Other Items/Next Meeting Location?  
February - ????

March - ?????

Minutes
Updates about the Ecuador project (given by Craig at EWB). Next phase of the project: design and construction of wastewater treatment system. Help is needed (participation or consultation) from professionals. 

Greg: e-week (Carnegie Science Center). Consider EWRI participation in e-week. Need ideas to attract kids.
Greg: Pennsylvania report card is under development. Energy and hazardous waste sections have been added, and drinking water section has been finished. May consider adding well drilling section. 
Feb 19 meeting location: CMU (Porter Hall).    
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