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GOVERNING RULES

GEO-INSTITUTE CHAPTER
PITTSBURGH SECTION

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CIVIL ENGINEERS

1. Name:  Geo-Institute Chapter of the Pittsburgh Section, American Society of Civil Engineers.

2. Objectives:

a. Advancement of geotechnical engineering science and practice.

b. Presentation of meetings, seminars, symposiums and forums for members and others who are interested in problems and practice of geotechnical engineering.

c. Cultivation of friendly relations among engineers and other geo-professionals in the Geotechnical Engineering and related fields, cooperation with professionals in other fields, cooperation with other organizations and maintenance of high professional standards.

3. Membership:  Membership of the Chapter shall consist of all members in any grade of the Pittsburgh Section who are registered members of the Geo-Institute of the American Society of Civil Engineers, and other members of the Section who request membership.

4. Administration:  The administration shall be vested in a committee of ten members and a liaison member from the Pittsburgh Section Board of Directors.  This committee shall be known as the Geo-Institute Chapter Committee of the Pittsburgh Section, A.S.C.E.  This committee shall in no manner (financial or otherwise) obligate the Pittsburgh Section A.S.C.E. without prior approval of the Section Board of Directors.

5. Geo-Institute Chapter Committee:  The Committee shall assume direction of the Geo-Institute Chapter and stimulate activities.  The Board shall appoint three new members each year, as members of the Committee, from the active membership of the Chapter for a term of three years.  The new appointees shall begin to serve on the Committee the following first of June.  In the case of vacancy, the Board shall make an appointment for the unexpired term.

6. Geo-Institute Chapter Subcommittees:  Subcommittees may be appointed by the Geo-Institute Chapter membership for the purpose of studying special projects to be undertaken by the Chapter.  These subcommittees shall be responsible to and be discharged by the Geo-Institute Chapter Committee.

7. Officers:  Prior to the first of May, a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary-Treasurer, and a Program Chairperson shall be elected by the Committee.  The Secretary-Treasurer and Program Chairperson shall serve staggered two year terms.  The Vice- Chairperson and Chairperson shall serve for one year.  These officers shall be ineligible for re-election to the same offices until one year has elapsed.  In the event the Chairperson does not meet the requirements of the Board of Directors, the Committee will appoint someone to serve as representation.
Unless otherwise decided by the Committee, the Chairperson shall be succeeded by the Vice-Chairperson and the Vice-Chairperson shall be succeeded by an officer, Secretary-Treasurer or Program Chairperson, whose term is expiring.  Each Chairperson shall serve on the committee an additional year after his or her term has expired in an advisory capacity.  The vacated Secretary-Treasurer and Program Chairperson positions shall be filled by the Committee.

8. Committee Member Participation:  The positions of Assistant Program Chairperson and Assistant Secretary-Treasurer shall be filled from the Committee membership for the purpose of supporting the officers in their respective duties.  All committee members shall provide support as needed.

9. Committee Size:  The maximum number of members on the committee will be eleven, with a minimum of six positions being filled by members of the Pittsburgh Section of ASCE. Of these eleven, six will fill the positions as officers with a minimum of four officer positions to be filled by members of the Pittsburg Section of ASCE.
10. Meetings:  Committee meetings shall be held at the call of the Chairperson.  All Committee members and officers shall be notified of the meeting the Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson.  Minutes of meetings shall be recorded by the Secretary, Treasurer or his assistant and copies of the minutes shall be furnished to all Committee members.

Chapter meetings shall be held at the discretion of the Committee and shall be coordinated with the Program Committee of the Section.

11. Reports:  The Chairperson and Treasurer of the Geo-Institute Chapter shall submit an annual financial report to the Treasurer of the Section on or before October 1 of each year.  The Chairperson and Program Chairperson of the Geo-Institute Chapter shall submit an annual report to the Board Program Chairperson on the program and activities of the Chapter on or before November 1 of each year.  Format of activities report will be set forth by the Executive Secretary and the format of the Treasurer’s Report will be set forth by the Section Treasurer.  Copies of both reports shall be sent to the Section Executive Secretary.

12. Amendments:  Upon approval by the Board, these rules may be amended as required by the interest and desire of the Chapter membership.

13. Approval:  These Governing Rules shall be in effect immediately upon their approval by the Board of Directors of the Pittsburgh Section, American Society of Civil Engineers.
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